CHAIRMAN’S REPORT TO GLENDENE CYCLING CLUB AGM ON 30 NOVEMBER 2011

As we approach our 90th Anniversary on 6 December, I can report that whilst 2011 has not been our greatest year, there have been several notable high points (30 wins in open competition; Gold, Silver and Bronze Medals in National Championships; renewed rider interest in Club time trials and open competition; a thriving Newsletter; and membership well above 150 once again) to outweigh the downsides (increasing difficulty in finding able members willing to organise, marshal and officiate at our open race promotions; the lack of a regular Glendene Magazine; dwindling numbers attending Wednesday Clubnights at Navestock Village Hall; and the length of time it takes over 50% of our members to renew their subscriptions each year despite numerous reminders from our Treasurer).

So, if we are to attain the distinction of our Centenary as a Cycling Club in ten years time, may I appeal to all members who care about the Glendene to support us fully and enthusiastically from now onwards, especially in London’s Olympic Year 2012.

Thank you.

Also, please take pride in those former junior members who have moved on into professional teams in the UK and on the Continent.  For example, we now have three former stars in Team Sky (Alex Dowsett, Peter Kennaugh and Luke Rowe) and our first-ever British Junior Road Race Champion Russell Hampton has just signed for Team Raleigh, having excelled in the recent Tour of Britain.

This year’s Junior Team, now managed by Dave Young, gained some excellent results.  In major road racing, Jim Lewis was second in the National Championship, won Stage 3 of the International Tour of Wales and came second in the Bath Road National Series event (also leading teammates Josh Hannan in 8th and Sam Connolley in 13th to the Team Prize); Josh took 9th as well in the National Series Cadence RR. In local BC events, Sam scored four wins and Dan Young three (Dan also wore the leader’s “yellow jersey” going into the final stage of the elite East London 2-Day). At year-end Dan was third in the TLI National Road Race Championship, fourth in the BC/CTT National Circuit Time Trial Championship and sixth in the TLI National Criterium Championship. Earlier, he was fourth in Stage 1 of the National Series Tour of Bristol and placed 10th Overall; at North Weald Airfield he finished in the top three consistently throughout the season-long Senior Series and inspired many clubmates to improve their own performances.  In major time trials, Sam Connolley won all five rounds of the Rudy Project Series that he rode and was thus the clear winner overall. He finished fifth in the National 25m TT Championship (58-42) and sixth in the National 10m TT Championship (22-57), in the latter leading Glendene to the Team Title with Dan Young (23-18) and Josh Hannan (23-19), each riding personal bests.  By the season’s end, Sam had improved his PBs to 20-34 and 56-20 and Dan to 21-06 and 59-19, respectively.  In the British National Rankings, Jim Lewis was the leading 2nd Category rider in the UK with 150 points, while Dan Young was fifth with 113; in the Eastern Regional Rankings, Jim was again first (172 points) with Dan second (161).  Bravo to the Junior Team and many thanks to their industrious manager Dave!

Dan Snow, also a junior, improved consistently in BC events in 2011 and brought us three circuit race wins and (on the newly-laid Herne Hill Track) he took the inaugural Dave Creasy Memorial Six Omnium by scoring three individual wins; his loyalty and dogged determination also saw him win the Club’s Evening 10m Time Trial Series.

Another youngster, and regular clubrunner, to show real promise was 15-year-old Jonathan Straus who was never outside the top ten in BC Youth U16 events: he gained his maiden victory at Hog Hill Circuit late in August and will now move up into the Junior Team for the 2012 season alongside the experienced Dan Young.

Unfortunately, none of our senior riders scored any BC road racing points this year. However, we had a very good turnout in the 4th Cats/Novices Series at Dunton with our triathletes Colin King getting his first win and Paul Spiceley a 3rd and similar top  placings; Clubrun leader Steve Stanbrook was our highest finisher in the Series.  Our Racing Secretary Darren De-Beger (whose own season was regrettably blighted by a bad ankle injury) hopes that Colin, Paul and other ambitious riders will help him form a focussed senior team in 2012, riding alongside Dan Snow in the ERRL events.

In the veterans races, I gained seven victories (including the London & South East Regional Championship) and one overall series win, also coming third in three other series overall.  In the Vets Over 65s National Championships, I was 4th and 5th in the LVRC Criterium and the Road Race, respectively, and in my last two events I surprisingly picked up 3rd and 2nd medals in the TLI National Criterium and Road Championships.  Paul Bird also rode a full season and scored one victory and several podium placings in the LVRC Over 50s categories.  Paul and I hope to be joined in these exciting age-related events by more Glendene clubmates next year.

In the BC National Club/Team Rankings, Glendene were 79th in 2011 with 393 points (cf 2010: 35th with 896 points) and in the Eastern Regional Rankings 6th with 214.

As regards the Eastern Road Race League we finished 10th with 93 league points.

On the time trial front, Mike Fry and TT Sec Geoff Martin led our assault on Opens (Mike riding close on 40!) and will share much of the Club’s silverware.  Geoff beat the hour again for 25 miles while Mike (who was just outside) recorded 4h 31m for 100 miles, close to his PB.  It was at 30 miles though that they really impressed, Mike  missing the Over 50s Club Record of 1h 14m (set in 2000) by just seven seconds, only to see later starter Geoff clock a superb1h 11m 6s to reduce it by a massive 2m 54s; congratulations to Geoff on his first-ever Club Record!!  Now, for 2012 they really do need a reliable third man to make team wins feasible, especially at 10 miles.

Other TT successes came from Dan Young who won the Lea Valley Middlemarkers 10 with 21-38 and was 2nd by eight seconds to Murat Ozdenya in the ECCA 10 with 21-06; but for a lorry baulking him at the turn, Dan would have won and also beaten 21 minutes for the first time!!  Sam Connolley was 2nd in the Maldon 10 (22-02) and 6th in the Summer ECCA 10 with a PB 20-34!  Jonathan Straus rode five consistent 10s with a best of 25-10 to become our Club Schoolboy Champion.  The Hill Climb   

saw Dan Young retain the trophy on Theydon in a new record time of 2m 10.25s, a superlative ride.  Thanks to the combined efforts of Geoff Martin, John Jarvis, Alan Wolfe, Dave Baxter and a few others as officials, the Evening 10 Series saw greater participation than for very many years and some fine performances resulted.

The first Club triathlon was won by Paul Spiceley, who also led home the big Club entry into the Picardie Sportive, now a firm annual fixture for many.  Chris Finney encouraged increased numbers to ride a wide variety of sportives and John Phipps took the winner’s trophy again for the most eligible miles achieved in 2011.  Darren Wisbey maintained suitable interest for our mountain bike aficionados, while Geoff Martin and Chris Finney tried tirelessly to drum up support for the ECCA Festival of TTs, RRs, Audax and Map Reading but with limited success; we could do really well in 2012 if we remember the old adage “Together Everyone Achieves More” (TEAM).

This year fewer attended Gerry Harrington’s annual Gent-Wevelgem trip, possibly due to an unexpected date change for this classic pro race.  Please pencil it in for next year, it’s a truly great day/weekend away!

Clubruns on Saturdays continue to go from strength to strength, thanks to direction from our Captains Graham Posner and Steve Stanbrook; they are also quite fast and attention needs to be paid in some quarters if we are to avoid accidents!  Talking of which, there are several members who have suffered serious cycling spills as well as ill-health this year and we wish each of you a full and speedy recovery.  Take care! 

Wednesday Clubnights have recently picked up, thanks to Geoff Martin’s popular circuit training and team games afterwards, but there are many Saturday clubrunners whom we never see on Wednesdays which is a real pity.  Gerry & Lynne Harrington have often struggled to get willing volunteers to take a turn on the tea rota so please offer to help out in future, would you.  Key collection is also an area where we need more help.  While New Year turbo training remains popular (and thanks for this go to overseer Dave Young), it seems that very few wish to take advantage of my summer chaingang training around Navestock so we will probably drop this in 2012.

The Club Jumble took place on the last Saturday in January, organised by Gerry, with catering provided by Barry Ryan and his team of lovely ladies; there was a full house of stall-holders and a good sum was raised for Club funds.  Our next Jumble is this coming Saturday: do please support us (offers of help go to Gerry once again).

Next Sunday sees my latest Christmas Dinner Clubrun from Writtle to the Dog & Gun Pub/Restaurant with 20+ riding and more joining us at the venue; the last edition was a great success with some 40+ members sitting down.  Have you booked your place?

Booking forms for our 90th Annual Dinner, Dance & Prize Presentation are about to go out and there is already much interest in our new venue at The Ivy Hill Hotel in Margaretting; Lesley Mannakee and John Jarvis, our joint organisers, have arranged for different live entertainment as well this year (“Soul Candy”) so please get your orders in fast for what will be our biggest Social Event for a Decade (tickets are heavily discounted and overnight accommodation is also reduced – remember to tell the hotel, if booking a room, that you are attending the Glendene Dinner Function).

We are aiming for 100+ sitting down and there is to be an auction mid-evening for a King of the Mountain’s Jersey from the 2011 Tour of Britain (courtesy of pro rider Russell Hampton): do please support your Club.

In closing, may I heartily thank all who have striven to keep the Glendene alive and well, especially the Committee and each Club Official, our overseas Treasurer/Newsletter Editor/Database expert on whom I can always rely, our esteemed race organisers and the catering teams, contributors to the Club website and its maintenance, our longserving printer, Brentwood Borough Council for our continuing “Academy Status”, the Club’s coaches and mentors and, not least, our racing members who have again kept us in the news throughout 2011.  As many of you know, it has been a difficult year for me health-wise and I owe a debt of gratitude to my very special Glendene friends for helping me through: truly, you are the best!

Colin Mannakee (Chairman)                                                          29 November 2011 

